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Dear Readers,
Welcome back! We hope you had a wonderful 
summer and that you are ready to meet your 
school friends and teachers, and learn lots of 
new things. 
We are happy to share the very first issue of the 
new school year with you. You might see there 
is something new. We've decided to change 
the 30-year-old name of our magazine. Why 
the change? R&R originally stood for “Rainbow 
& Raduga” (which is “rainbow” in Russian!). It 
doesn’t really fit, does it? We wanted a new 
name to fit the magazine better and to match 
the other magazines in our family (Play, Gate 
and Bridge). So now, say hello to Ready! (Or, if 
you want to use the full name, Ready to Read.).  
This year you will be able to help Sherlock 
Holmes solve the mystery of The Hound of  
the Baskervilles in the comic strip based on the 
book by Arthur Conan Doyle. We will also travel 
around the world and find out many exciting 
facts about various English-speaking countries. 
We are starting in the USA. We will take a close 
look at a popular and talented American singer, 
Camila Cabello, and meet a famous American 
folk hero, Rip Van Winkle.  
You will learn a lot of school vocabulary and 
read about schools around the world. And that’s 
not all – there are lots of other fun and exciting 
things to do and learn about.  
Just have a look! 
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KEY september VOCABULARY 
You can find these words in the magazine.
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Use the question card

A1  |  Vocabulary  |         Track 1

Our friends Perzil and Yo-Yee from the planet Puu-Puuu are back!  
They are visiting their friend Lucy at school. Look at the picture. Read the list1 

 of words. Write the correct words next to numbers 1–15. Listen to CD Track 1 and check your answers. 

TASK 1

AT SCHOOL AGAIN

board [bɔːd]
book [bʊk]
chair [tʃeə(r)]
clock [klɒk]
computer [kəmˈpjuːtə(r)] 

desk [desk]
door [dɔː(r)]
glue [ɡluː]
pen [pen]
pencil [ˈpensl]

pencil case [ˈpensl keɪs]
pencil sharpener [ˌpensl 
ˈʃɑːpnə(r)]
rubber [ˈrʌbə(r)]
ruler [ˈruːlə(r)]

scissors [ˈsɪzəz]
school bag [ˈskuːl bæɡ]
window [ˈwɪndəʊ]
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1	 ________________

2	 ________________

3	 ________________

4	 ________________

5	 ________________

6	 ________________

7	 ________________

8	 ________________

9	 ________________

10	________________

11	________________

12	________________

13	________________

14	________________

15	________________

1

11 2

3

4

1512

5

6
7

10

13

14

8

9
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KEY september VOCABULARY 
You can find these words in the magazine.

1	 list [lɪst] seznam 
2	 remaining [rɪˈmeɪnɪŋ] 

zbývající 
3	 enough [ɪˈnʌf] dost, 

dostatečně 
4	 school subject 

[ˈsʌbdʒekt] školní 
předmět 

5	 foreign [ˈfɒrən] cizí

Vocabulary

 Solutions in the TF

A SCHOOL PUZZLE
Match the right two groups of letters and make 12 school words. Write them on the lines. 
Copy the remaining2 letters into the joke. 

SCHOOL SUBJECTS4

What do you learn at school? 
Write the school subjects next to the sentences. The words will help you.

►► What’s usually in your school bag?
►► What subjects do you study?
►► What is your timetable?

►► What subjects do you like? Why?
►► What subjects don’t you like? Why?

TASK 2

TASK 3

CLASS CHAT

•	 ...about animals and plants.				   .................................................

•	 ...about different countries.				    .................................................

•	 ...to paint.						      .................................................

•	 ...to sing.						      .................................................

•	 ...to read, write and speak in a foreign5 language. 	 .................................................

•	 ...numbers.						      .................................................

•	 I do sports and other physical exercises. 		  .................................................

•	 I work with computers. 				    .................................................

A SCHOOL JOKE
Question: What did you learn in school today?
Answer:

_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _3,   _   _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _!
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scis          les          not          ler          
ber          mis          eno          boa          

ter          ue          ugh          I          col          
rub          have          cil          to           
home          ber          let          go          

take          back          work          our          
son          rd          tomor          sors          

gl          ru          row          pen          
num 

English          geography          ICT          Spanish          science (biology)          

PE          art          French          maths          music          German

I LEARN



Teaching with Tech* 

  

A1–A2  |  School / Technology  |  Liam Peach (UK)

Are pens, paper and books enough at school, or would you like to do 
all your work on a tablet or laptop? Many schools used1 distance 
learning2 because of covid-19, so students could learn from home.  
Did your school use technology like Zoom or Google Classroom?  
What other kinds of technology can help you learn?

READY  September  20206

Learning from Home
The pandemic* showed us that we don’t 
need to go to school to learn. With 
programs like Zoom or Google Classroom 
we can have our normal classes at home. 
It’s great because you don’t have to leave 
the house. It can also be bad, because 
you don’t have to leave the house. Yes, 
it makes it easy to “go” to school, but it’s 
also important3 to see your friends (and 
even your teachers).

High-Tech*  
or Low-Tech*?
Some classrooms look like they come from the 
future. In Singapore, there are some schools 
that are called “future schools”. These are 
schools that try out new technologies to help 
students learn. For example, students use 
their smartphones in the classroom to find out 
more about the things they are studying. They 
also don’t raise4 their hand to ask questions. 
They can use a special messaging app5. The 
schools even have their own Facebook pages 
that students can use. The teachers want the 
lessons to be fun, and using technology is more 
interesting for the students.

Other schools don’t have any technology at 
all. In some schools, called Waldorf schools, 
students use screens6 as little as possible. The 
teachers think that using technology is bad 
for creativity, and using the internet too much 
separates7 us from the people around us. 
Students at Waldorf schools around the world 
ask their teachers or classmates8 if they need 
some information. These schools prefer learning 
that comes from “real life”. For example, 
some of the schools have their own9 farms, so 
children can learn about looking after10 animals 
and how to grow plants.

classro
om 

robot nao

Is 

a pencil 

high-tech or 

low-tech?



Put the words in the right place – high-tech or low-tech.

1	 to use [juːz] (po)užívat 
2	 distance learning [ˈdɪstəns 

ˌlɜːnɪŋ] vzdělávání na dálku 
3	 important [ɪmˈpɔːtənt] důležitý 
4	 to raise [reɪz] zvednout 
5	 messaging app [ˈmesɪdʒɪŋ ˌæp] 

komunikační aplikace 
6	 screen [skriːn] obrazovka 
7	 to separate [ˈsepəreɪt] oddělit, 

izolovat 
8	 classmate [ˈklɑːsmeɪt] spolužák 
9	 own [əʊn] vlastní 
10	 to look after – starat se o
11	 to remember [rɪˈmembə(r)] 

pamatovat si 
12	 illness [ˈɪlnəs] nemoc
13	 advanced [ədˈvɑːnst] moderní, 

pokročilý

Vocabulary

 Solutions in the TF

TASK 

*GLOSSARY
tech – technology 
pandemic – an illness12 that is in 
many countries around the world
high-tech – using the most 
advanced13 technology 
low-tech – not using the most 
advanced technology 
sci-fi – science fiction

►► Which one do you prefer: learning 
from home or going to school? 

►► Do you use any technology in your 
classroom? What kind?

►► Would you like to have a classroom 
robot?

CLASS CHAT

READY  September  2020 7

High-Tech Low-Tech

book    tablet    smartphone   pencil   robot    app   whiteboard   laptop   scissors    desk

Classroom Robots
Robots in classrooms? It must be sci-fi*, right? But no, in some schools robots 
are already here. For example, NAO is a 58-centimetre tall robot that can help 
you learn a language. It can listen and understand, and can talk to students in 
more than 20 languages. It can even remember11 your face. And NAO can teach 
you more things than just languages – it can help you with maths, science, art 
and other subjects, too. Would you like a robot teacher?
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The Way1 to School
A1–A2  |  Grammar Fixer  |  Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)  |          Track 2  |           Grammar Fixer, Checker

 

  Solutions in the TF  and more exercises in TF – Grammar Fixer and Grammar Checker

present simple

Look at pictures A and B and listen to CD Track 2.TASK 

1	 way [weɪ] cesta, způsob 
2	 unusual [ʌnˈjuːʒuəl] neobvyklý 
3	 bridge [brɪdʒ] most 
4	 to use [juːz] používat, využívat 
5	 tyre tube [ˈtaɪə(r) ˌtjuːb] duše 

pneumatiky 
6	 cable [ˈkeɪbəl] lano 
7	 pulley [ˈpʊli] kladka 
8	 hook / to hook [hʊk] hák / 

zaháknout 
9	 to zip [zɪp] uhánět, svištět 
10	 tiring [ˈtaɪərɪŋ] únavný 
11	 icy [ˈaɪsi] zledovatělý, ledový 
12	 Aboriginal [ˌæbəˈrɪdʒənəl] 

týkající se původních obyvatel 
Austrálie, aboriginský 

13	 engine [ˈendʒɪn] motor 
14	 carriage [ˈkærɪdʒ] vagón 
15	 barrel [ˈbærəl] sud, barel 

in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary

Some kids go to school by car. Some take a bus or tram. Others walk. In North 
America, many places have special yellow school buses. 
But some kids have a different way to school. They climb, swim or even fly! Here 
are some of the most unusual2 ways kids go to school. 

*GLOSSARY
kph – kilometres per hour

Water Children
These village children in the 
Philippines have a long way to school. 
There is no road. There is a river, but 
no bridge3 or boat. They use4 tyre 
tubes5 to go down the river! It looks 
very fun, but it’s dangerous after rain.

READY  September  20208

The Flying Girl
Daisy is nine. She lives in the 
Colombian rainforest. Her school 
is across a big canyon. There is no 
bridge. There is a cable6, one km long 
and 400 m above the river. There 
is a pulley7 and a hook8 on it. Every 
school day, she puts her five-year-old 
brother in a bag. She hooks the bag 
to the pulley. She hooks a seat to the 
pulley, too. And they zzzzzzzzip9 down 
the cable at 80 kph*! 

A Tiring10 Trek
Ladakh in India is a region in the 
Himalaya mountains. Many villages 
are very, very small. Children must 
walk a long way to school. A very long 
way: more than a week! The walk is 
over icy11 mountains. They only do it 
twice a year – to get to school and go 
home. They have to live at the school 
all year.

Picture A Picture B
Which country is it?

How often do the children 
travel to school?

Verbs in present simple

A B
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  Solutions in the TF

Track 3  |  Liam Peach (UK)  |  Conversation  |  A1

1	 daily routine [deɪli 
ruːˈtiːn] denní režim / 
činnosti  

2	 alien [ˈeɪliən] vesmírný,  
z vesmíru

3	 midnight [ˈmɪdnaɪt] 
půlnoc

4	 to make the bed – ustlat 
5	 to vacuum [ˈvækjuəm] 

(vy)luxovat, vysávat  
6	 to tidy [ˈtaɪdi] uklízet 
7	 to brush [brʌʃ] (vy)čistit 
8	 housework [ˈhaʊswɜːk] 

domácí práce 
9	 to set the table  – prostřít 
10	 maid [meɪd] pokojská  

in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary

►► Read the conversation (CD Track 3) in the Recording Scripts. Role-play it with your 
friends. 

►► Read the Language Corner. Write five sentences about your typical day. Work in 
pairs. Have a conversation with your friend about your typical day. For example: 
When do you usually get up? Do you have breakfast every day?...

DAILY ROUTINES1 

CLASS CHAT

Lucy’s two alien2 friends, Perzil and Yo-Yee, are back from Peru!
Listen to a conversation (CD Track 3) to find out more. Match the questions with the right answers.

Finish the sentences with the right words. Listen to the conversation again and check your answers.

TASK 1

TASK 2

LANGUAGE CORNER 
DAILY ROUTINES

ACTIVITIES  time
get up, get dressed, brush7 my teeth, go 
to / start / finish school, do homework, 
go to bed / go to sleep, have a shower / 
bath, have breakfast / lunch / dinner, 
tidy your room, do housework8, cook the 
dinner, do the shopping, make the bed, 
feed the cat, take the dog for a walk, 
vacuum the floor, set the table9

at seven o’clock

from seven to nine o’clock

every morning / afternoon / evening / night 

in the morning / afternoon / evening 

at lunchtime / midnight / night

on Monday(s) / Tuesday(s) / 
Wednesday(s)... 

1	 Perzil: 		  You can only .................................................... breakfast between 7 o’clock and 9 o’clock in the morning.

2	 Lucy:		  I .................................................... lunch at 12 o’clock. 

3	 Yo-Yee:		  ... and then I have a  .................................................... for an hour, then I’m hungry.

4	 Perzil:		  In Peru they .................................................... your bed when you are in it. 

5	 Lucy: 		  The person who tidies6 your .................................................... . 

6	 Lucy: 		  People .................................................... at night.

7	 Perzil: 		  I like to .................................................... the floor at night.

READY  September  2020 9

A	 When does Yo-Yee like to eat 
breakfast?

B	 When does Yo-Yee wake up?

C	 When do hotels in Peru make the 
beds4?

D	 When does Yo-Yee play the 
piano?

E	 When does Yo-Yee like to 
vacuum5?

every afternoon

12 o’clock

1 o’clock in the morningat midnight3

11 o’clock
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A2  |  Geography  |  Megan LeBoeuf (USA)  |          Track 4

a wigwam
tipis

READY  September  202010

Do you think learning about 
countries is boring? Maybe it’s just 

your school books that are boring. 

I’m Agent Ready. I’m a spy1! This year, 

we’re going to learn some secrets 
about English-speaking countries 

around the world.

Agent Ready  

in the United 

States

Info Box
Country Name: The United States  

of America (USA, US)

Country Size: 9,833,520 km2

Number of People: around 330 million

Language: English

Capital: Washington, D.C.

The Biggest City: New York City

History  
The Native3 Americans
Before Europeans arrived in North 
America, the Native Americans lived 
there. They had houses called tipis or 
wigwams. They lived peacefully4 with 
nature5. Four hundred years ago, in 
1620, a ship called the Mayflower went 

from England to North America. People 

from the ship started an English colony6. 

They made friends with the Native 
Americans, who helped them get enough 

food. Unfortunately, many of 
the Native Americans died7 

from European illnesses8, 
and many more died 

in fighting9 with 
the Europeans.

Native Americans are not just history! The 
Europeans did many bad things to them, 
but they didn’t kill10 them all. And they 
are not all one people. There are many 
different Native American nations11 with 
their own languages and cultures12. Many 
of them still live the same way they did 
hundreds of years ago. You can even learn 
the Navajo language, one of the most 
popular Native American languages today, 
on the language-learning app DuoLingo!

The US doesn’t have an 
official2 language! Most 
people speak English, but 

13.5% of people speak 
Spanish as their first 

language. The most popular 
languages for people to 

speak at home are English, 
Spanish, Chinese, French, 

Tagalog, Vietnamese, 
German and Korean.
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1	 spy [spaɪ] špión, tajný agent 
2	 official [əˈfɪʃəl] oficiální, úřední 
3	 native [ˈneɪtɪv] původní, 

domorodý 
4	 peacefully [ˈpiːsfəli] pokojně,  

v míru 
5	 nature [ˈneɪtʃə(r)] příroda 
6	 colony [ˈkɒləni] kolonie 
7	 to die [daɪ] zemřít 
8	 illness [ˈɪlnəs] nemoc 
9	 to fight [faɪt] bojovat 
10	 to kill [kɪl] zabít 
11	 nation [ˈneɪʃən] národ 
12	 culture [ˈkʌltʃə(r)] kultura 
13	 citizen [ˈsɪtɪzən] občan 
14	 passport [ˈpɑːspɔːt] pas 
15	 to vote [vəʊt] volit 
16	 government [ˈɡʌvənmənt] vláda 
17	 to steal [stiːl] ukrást;  

min. č. – stole [stəʊl]
18	 including [ɪnˈkluːdɪŋ] včetně 
19	 right [raɪt] právo 
20	 empire [ˈempaɪə(r)] říše, 

impérium 
21	 slavery [ˈsleɪvəri] otroctví 
22	 slave [sleɪv] otrok 
23	 prison [ˈprɪzən] vězení 
24	 true [truː] pravdivý 
25	 rule [ruːl] pravidlo 
26	 prisoner [ˈprɪzənə(r)] vězeň
       in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary

  Solutions in the TF

Listen to the recording about slavery21 (CD Track 4)  
in the US and circle true (T) or false (F).

TASK

READY  September  2020 11

The US Today
There are 50 states in the US. The last 

state, Hawaii, joined the US in 1959. US 

citizens13 can get US passports14 if they 

want to travel to other countries, and 

when they are 18 they can vote15 for 

things, like the president. 

1 Slavery means that people have to work for free. T          F

2 Abraham Lincoln ended slavery in 1862. T          F

3 Black people were slaves22 to white people. T          F

4 Today, people in prisons23 can still be slaves. T          F

5 The US doesn’t have many people in prison. T          F

There are 50 states, but there are also  14 US territories, including18 American Samoa, Guam and Puerto Rico. The people there are US citizens and can get US passports, but they can’t vote for the president. They don’t have all the same rights19 as people who live in the 50 states. That means that the US has an empire20! 

Hawaii didn’t “join” the US!  
The Hawaiian people had their own 

government16, language and culture,  
and they didn’t want to be Americans. But 

the US government stole17 Hawaii because 

they wanted to grow sugar there. Many 
Hawaiian people today want to leave the 

US and be their own country again.



1	 healthy [ˈhelθi] zdravý 
2	 tasty [ˈteɪsti] chutný 
3	 important [ɪmˈpɔːtənt] důležitý 
4	 balanced diet [ˌbælənst ˈdaɪət] 

vyvážená strava 
5	 protein [ˈprəʊtiːn] bílkovina 
6	 recipe [ˈresɪpi] recept 
7	 fresh [freʃ] čerstvý 
8	 spinach [ˈspɪnɪtʃ] špenát 
9	 to mash [mæʃ] rozmačkat 
10	 to tear [teə(r)] (na)trhat 
11	 to sprinkle [ˈsprɪŋkəl] posypat 
12	 to roll [rəʊl] zabalit, stočit 
13	 wooden [ˈwʊdən] dřevěný 
14	 fridge [frɪdʒ] lednička 
15	 peanut butter [ˈpiːnʌt ˌbʌtər] 

arašídové máslo 
16	 tablespoon [ˈteɪbəlspuːn] 

polévková lžíce 
17	 teaspoon [ˈtiːspuːn] čajová lžička 
18	 oats [əʊts] ovesné vločky 
19	 seed [siːd] semínko 
20	 raisin [ˈreɪzən] hrozinka 
21	 to microwave [ˈmaɪkrəweɪv] 

ohřát v mikrovlnné troubě
in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary

 Solutions in the TF

  

A1–A2  |  Food   |  Karen Cryer (UK)   |           Track 5  

READY  September  202012

Why is it important3 to eat healthy 
food? Because you have more energy. 

You don’t feel tired and you can do 
more fun things. Also, you don’t get 
sick so often. But what food is bad for 
you? Sugar and some types of fat are 
unhealthy. A balanced diet4 is best – 
eat lots of fruit and vegetables, protein5 
and good fats. Our recipe6 is easy, 
delicious and very healthy. Try and make 
it at home.

TURKEY & AVOCADO TORTILLAS 

What do you need?
•	 1 tortilla
•	 1/2 avocado
•	 3 pieces of turkey 
•	 1 tomato 
•	 some fresh7 spinach8 
•	 a little bit of salt and black pepper

How do you make it?
1	 With a fork, mash9 the avocado in a bowl. Put it on the tortilla.
2	 Add the turkey on top of the avocado.
3	 Cut the tomatoes and add them on top of the turkey.
4	 Tear10 the spinach into small pieces. Add it on top of the tomatoes.
5	 Sprinkle11 the salt and black pepper over everything.
6	 Roll12 the tortilla. It will look like a long sausage.
7	 Cut the tortilla into five-centimetre pieces.
8	 Eat it now or take it to school for a snack.

PEANUT BUTTER ENERGY BALLS 
Listen to CD Track 5. 

Read the words in the box. Write them in the right places.

TASK 1

TASK 2

mix – sprinkle – mash – put – roll – cut – tear – add

A	 _____________________ the avocado.

B	 _____________________ the turkey. _____________________ the tomatoes 
on top of the turkey. _____________________ the spinach.

C	 _____________________ everything with a wooden13 spoon.

D	 _____________________ salt and pepper.

E	 _____________________ the tortilla.

F	 _____________________ the balls in the fridge14.

What’s your favourite school  
snack?HEALTHY1 CAN 

BE TASTY2!



1	 hound [haʊnd] lovecký pes 
2	 mystery [ˈmɪstəri] záhada, 

záhadný příběh 
3	 character [ˈkærəktə(r)] postava 
4	 science fiction [ˌsaɪəns ˈfɪkʃən] 

vědecko-fantastická literatura, 
sci-fi 

5	 to solve [sɒlv] (vy)řešit 
6	 crime [kraɪm] zločin 
7	 to be based on sth / sb [beɪst] 

vycházet z čeho / koho 
8	 to believe [bɪˈliːv] věřit, 

domnívat se 
9	 cliff [klɪf] útes 
10	 dead [ded] mrtvý 
11	 curse [kɜːs] kletba 
12	 to attack [əˈtæk] (za)útočit 
13	 to happen [ˈhæpən] stát se 

in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary

 Solutions in the TF READY  September  2020 13

 
Who is 

Sherlock Holmes? 

Track 6  |  Karen Cryer (UK) |  Literature  |  A1–A2

ALL ABOUT  
THE HOUND1 OF 
THE BASKERVILLES

Do you like mysteries2? Are detective 
stories fun for you? Then you will love 
The Hound of the Baskervilles.

The Famous Mystery Writer
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle wrote The Hound of the 
Baskervilles in 1901. He was a mystery writer and  
a doctor. His most famous character3 is the 
detective Sherlock Holmes. He also wrote about 
science fiction4 and history, but he is most famous 

                                     for mystery books.

Who is Sherlock Holmes?
Sherlock Holmes is the detective in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s books. He is 
the best detective at solving5 difficult crimes6. His friend Dr Watson 
always helps him. Did you know that Sherlock Holmes is based on7  
a real person? His name was Dr Joseph Bell. He really could tell a lot 
about people by looking at them and seeing details that no one else 
saw. Today, we believe8 he could do this because he was autistic. 

The Popular Book
The Hound of the Baskervilles is one of the world’s most famous 
detective stories. In the book before it, Sherlock Holmes fell off  
a cliff9. The fans thought their favourite detective was dead10. But he 
was not, and in The Hound of the Baskervilles, Sherlock Holmes and  
Dr Watson solve a mystery. 

What is the story about?
         Listen to CD Track 6. 

Now you can be a detective. Find the six words 
from the article in the puzzle.

TASK

B T Y S Y W C S H

Q D R F G P V O Z

K L E M N J I L R

D E T E C T I V E

O L S G B D U E T

E N Y C E I Y R Z

A J M A C R I M E

W I D W O T V U H

U Y R A C S A C O

Dr Joseph Bell



 

A1–A2  |  Literature / Comic Strip  |  Megan LeBoeuf (USA)  |         Track 14  |          Activities  
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1	 hound [haʊnd] lovecký pes 
2	 recently [ˈriːsəntli] nedávno 
3	 to die [daɪ] zemřít 
4	 servant [ˈsɜːvənt] sluha 
5	 heart attack [ˈhɑːt əˌtæk] 

infarkt 
6	 devil [ˈdevəl] ďábel 
7	 hell [hel] pekelný 
8	 to kill [kɪl] zabít 
9	 moor [mɔː(r)] vřesoviště, 

bažina, močál 
10	 to hunt [hʌnt] pronásledovat 
11	 reason [ˈriːzən] důvod 
12	 footprint [ˈfʊtprɪnt] stopa 
13	 to happen [ˈhæpən] stát se 
14	 nephew [ˈnefjuː] synovec 
15	 alone [əˈləʊn] sám, samotný 
16	 dear [dɪə(r)] drahý 
17	 to be continued [kənˈtɪnjuːd] 

pokračování příště

Vocabulary

  An extra exercise in TF – Activities

!
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A1–A2  |  Animals  |  Patrick Phillips (USA)  |          Tracks 7, 8

How 
many 

spots 1 have 
cheetahs 

got?

Hi, I’m a cheetah2. I am the 
fastest land animal. Isn’t that 

cool? Today we will learn 
about the fastest animals on 
land (that’s me!), in the sky 

and in the water. So come on, 
don’t be slow.

READY  September  202016

The Fastest Animals

ON LAND

 Cheetah
Are you fast? I can run as fast as 120 kph*. How fast are you?
Cheetahs live in Africa. We like grasslands the best. The spots 
on our fur3 help us hide in the tall grass. Cheetahs eat meat. 
We love to eat things like hares4, impala5 and gazelles. All those 
animals run very fast. It is a good thing we are faster than 
them. We also can see really well. Cheetahs can see almost five 
kilometres away. That helps us to see our dinner before our 
dinner sees us.
Baby cheetahs are called cubs6. A mother cheetah can have 
from one to seven cubs but we usually have four. Girl cheetahs 
live alone. They take care of their cubs without the father. Boy 
cheetahs live together. They never live with the mother of their 
cubs. That’s not fair!
Cheetahs live up to 12 years in the wild7. We can weigh8 up to 
65 kilograms. We can be up to 1.5 metres long. We are big cats.
Cheetahs are endangered9 animals. 
People come and live in our homes and 
eat all our food. There are only around 
7,000 cheetahs left. That’s sad.

Fun Fact
Cheetahs have between two and three 
thousand spots. Cheetahs and leopards 
look similar. The spots on a cheetah are 
more round than the spots on a leopard. 
Cheetahs also have long lines that go 
from their eyes to their mouths. These 
lines are called tears10.
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1	 spot [spɒt] skvrna 
2	 cheetah [ˈtʃiːtə] gepard 
3	 fur [fɜː(r)] srst 
4	 hare [heə(r)] zajíc
5	 impala [ɪmˈpɑːlə] impala, středně 

velká africká antilopa 
6	 cub [kʌb] mládě geparda 
7	 the wild [waɪld] divočina 
8	 to weigh [weɪ] vážit, mít hmotnost 
9	 endangered [ɪnˈdeɪndʒəd] 

ohrožený 
10	 tear [tɪə(r)] slza 
11	 sailfish [ˈseɪlfɪʃ] plachetník 
12	 fin [fɪn] ploutev 
13	 belly [ˈbeli] břicho 
14	 to stab [stæb] (pro) / (na)bodnout
15	 peregrine falcon [ˌperəɡrɪn ˈfɒlkən] 

sokol stěhovavý 
16	 speed [spiːd] rychlost 
17	 wingspan [ˈwɪŋspæn] rozpětí křídel 

in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary
AN ANIMAL CARD
Talk about the fastest animals in pairs. Ask and answer the 

questions. Then prepare an animal card. Choose one of the animals. 
Write about it. Look on the internet for more information.

Information Question Useful Words

Name / Class What ...? It is...

Description What ... look like? It is...; It has...

Characteristic

(size / weight /

comparison)

How big / fast ...? It is...; It is bigger / faster 
than...

It is similar to...

Eats / Drinks What ... eat? It eats...; It likes...

Habitat Where ...? It lives in...

Skills What ... good at? It can...; It is good at...

Hibernation ... sleep in winter? It sleeps...; It doesn’t sleep...

Lifespan How long ...? It lives...

Interesting fact I like it because...

TASK 2 

Read and listen (CD Track 8). Circle the right answers. TASK 1

send us your animal 
card by september  
30th. Two of you 
will win a prize!

ANSWER & WIN

A	 Which animal is fastest?		  cheetah	 sailfish		  peregrine falcon15

B	 Which animal weighs most?		 cheetah	 sailfish		  peregrine falcon

C	 Which animal lives longest?		 cheetah	 sailfish		  peregrine falcon

D	 Which animal is endangered? 	 cheetah	 sailfish		  peregrine falcon

E	 Which animal has got a big fin? 	 cheetah	 sailfish		  peregrine falcon

F	 Which animal lives in Africa?	 cheetah	 sailfish		  peregrine falcon

*GLOSSARY
kph – kilometres 
per hour 

  Solutions in the TF

A peregrine 
falcon
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IN THE 
WATER
 Sailfish11

Hey, that cheetah 
is not the only fast 
animal. I’m fast, too. 
I’m a sailfish and I’m 
the fastest fish in the 
sea. My body is like  
a torpedo. I’m long, 
from 2 to 3 metres.  
I have a long nose with 
a sharp end. I have  
a big fin12 on my back. It looks like a big sail. That is why 
I’m called a sailfish. I’m also beautiful. I’m blue and grey 
with a white belly13. 
Sailfish can swim as fast as 110 kph. We like to live in 
warm water. We can live up to four years. We are really 
big. We can weigh up to 90 kilograms. 
Sailfish eat meat. We like to eat small fish. I can stab14 my 
dinner with the sharp end of my nose. Can you do that?
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A1–A2  |  Games / Poster  |  Megan LeBoeuf (USA)

TASK What do these three words mean? Read the texts and think 
about the words. Then match them to the correct meanings.

Windbound is a new game for PC, Xbox One, PS4, 
and Nintendo Switch. Is it a game for you?

Explore1
Your boat crashes2 on an island3. 
What is this place? What 
happened4 here? Find secrets5 and 
learn the history of this place. 

Build
Make new boats and go to more 
islands. Each island is different, with 
different animals and monsters to 
fight6 and secrets to find.

Survive7
Find food and materials8 on each 
island. You need to eat, and some 
animals want to eat you. The 
islands can give you everything you 
need, but they’re also dangerous!

1 to explore A to make things from materials, like a house or a boat
2 to build B to keep living; to not die9

3 to survive C to go to new places and find things there
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1	 to explore [ɪkˈsplɔː(r)]  
(pro)zkoumat 

2	 to crash [kræʃ] ztroskotat 
3	 island [ˈaɪlənd] ostrov
4	 to happen [ˈhæpən] stát se 
5	 secret [ˈsiːkrət] tajemství 
6	 to fight sth [faɪt] bojovat  

s čím 
7	 to survive [səˈvaɪv] přežít 
8	 material [məˈtɪəriəl] materiál 
9	 to die [daɪ] zemřít 

Vocabulary
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A1–A2  |  Literature / Tradition / Interview  |  Auburn Scallon (USA)  |          Track 9  |          Activities   

RIP VAN WINKLE:  
A VERY TIRED MAN

The story of Rip Van Winkle is about the earliest days in the United States,  
The author1 was american. Washington Irving wrote about this sleepy folk hero2 
in 1819. This funny fairy tale3 is also about how quickly the world can change.

Hello, Mr Van Winkle. Thank 
you for speaking with us today.
I’m happy to do it.

Where are you from?
I live in New York state4, in the Catskill 
Mountains. 

Do you live with your family?
Yes, I do. It’s a funny story. Twenty 
years ago, I lived with my wife, our 
two young children, and my dog. 

And where do you live now?
Now I live with my daughter and her 
husband. Sometimes I visit my son, 
too. I still can’t believe5 they’re both 
grown-ups. 

Most parents can’t believe how 
quickly their children grow up.
No, I really can’t believe it! You see, 
when I went to sleep, they were 
young. When I woke up 20 years later, 
they were all grown-up. 

You were asleep for 20 years?
That’s right. I went to sleep as  
a young man. I woke up an old man 
with a long, white beard and grown-
up children. 

How did that happen6?
My wife and I didn’t get on7 so well. 
She shouted at me all the time.  
I wanted to get away, so I took a walk 
with my dog into the mountains. 

Interview with Rip Van Winkle

washington 
irving
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1	 author [ˈɔːθə(r)] autor 
2	 folk hero [ˈfəʊk ˌhɪərəʊ] lidový 

hrdina 
3	 fairy tale [ˈfeəri ˌteɪl] pohádka 
4	 state [steɪt] stát 
5	 to believe [bɪˈliːv] věřit 
6	 to happen [ˈhæpən] stát se 
7	 to get on – vycházet (dobře)
8	 keg [keɡ] soudek, bečka 
9	 to offer [ˈɒfə(r)] nabídnout 
10	 colony [ˈkɒləni] kolonie 
11	 incredible [ɪnˈkredəbəl] 

neuvěřitelný 
12	 order [ˈɔːdə(r)] pořadí 

Vocabulary
TASK  

 Solutions in the TF and an extra exercise in TF – Activities

Is that where you fell 
asleep?
Not really. In the mountains, I met  
a small man carrying a keg8. He 
offered9 me a drink, and I said yes.  
I do like to drink. My wife always said 
that I drank too much. 

So what happened next?
Well, I had one glass, and then 
another, and then maybe another.  
I sat down and closed my eyes 
and I fell asleep. When I woke up, 
everything was different.

A	 Rip woke up. 

B	 Rip took his dog for a walk in the mountains. 

C	 Rip lives with his daughter and her husband.

D	 Rip met a small man with a big keg. 

E	 Rip and his wife didn’t get on very well. 

F	 Rip had a few drinks and fell asleep.

G	 Rip got married.

H	 Rip’s daughter got married.

I	 The small man offered Rip a drink.

Put the sentences in the right order12 to tell the story.  
Listen to CD Track 9 and check your answers.

What do you mean?
Well, now that I’m awake again, my 
wife is gone and my children take care 
of me. I fell asleep in the colonies10 in 
the 1700s and I woke up in the United 
States. Today I live in a new world. 

What an incredible11 story. 
Can I ask you a few more 
questions?
That sounds fine, but I have an idea. 

What’s that?
Can we go to the pub? This story is 
always much better with a drink in 
our hands.
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1	 language [ˈlæŋɡwɪdʒ] jazyk 
2	 council [ˈkaʊnsəl] rada 
3	 alive [əˈlaɪv] živý, naživu 
4	 culture [ˈkʌltʃə(r)] kultura

Vocabulary

 

A1–A2  |  Language |  Auburn Scallon (USA)  |          Track 10  |          Activities  

How many languages can you speak? 
How many words do you know in 
English? Which language would you most like to learn? You can think 
about these questions on September 26th 2020, the European Day of 
Languages. The Council2 of Europe started this tradition in the year 2001.

THE EUROPEAN 
DAY OF 
LANGUAGES1

How 
do you say "thank you" in your language?

READY  September  202022

Why do we need a day about languages? 
►► Different languages are part of what makes Europe an interesting place. 
►► It can help to keep some older or less popular languages alive3. 
►► Learning two languages (or more) can help us to understand other cultures4.

TASK 2 

QUIZ
Circle the right answer. Listen to CD Track 10 and check your answers. 

TASK 1

1	 People speak Dutch in Denmark / Germany / the Netherlands.

2	 You will hear people speak Polish in Portugal / Poland / Paris. 

3	 There are two official languages in Malta: Maltese and French / Italian / English. 

4	 Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwyllllantysiliogogogoch is the name  
of a village in England / Scotland / Wales / Northern Ireland.  

5	 The English word  hippopotomonstrosesquipedalianism means  
an animal that can speak / an ugly word / a love of long words.

How do you say “thank you” in different languages? Write the right language next to each word.

Czech              Estonian              Finnish              French              German              

Italian		  Latvian              Maltese              Spanish              Welsh

1	 aitäh =	 ______________

2	 danke =	 ______________

3	 děkuji =	 ______________

4	 diolch =	 ______________

5	 kiitos =	 ______________

6	 gracias =	 ______________

7	 grazie =	 ______________

8	 grazzi =	 ______________

9	 merci =	 ______________

10	paldies =	 ______________

German

  Solutions in the TF  and more exercises in TF – Activities
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1	 hero [ˈhɪərəʊ] hrdina 
2	 beginning [bɪˈɡɪnɪŋ] začátek 
3	 to admit [ədˈmɪt] připustit 
4	 to attack [əˈtæk] napadnout 
5	 to save [seɪv] zachránit 
6	 to lock [lɒk] (u)zamknout 
7	 power [paʊə(r)] moc, síla 
8	 to join [dʒɔɪn] připojit se,  

přidat se 
9	 to become [bɪˈkʌm] stát se 
10	 shy [ʃaɪ] nesmělý, plachý 
11	 to unscramble [ʌnˈskræmbəl] 

dešifrovat 
12	 opposite [ˈɒpəzɪt] opak 
13	 character [ˈkærəktə(r)] postava 
14	 to describe [dɪˈskraɪb] popsat 
15	 stupid [ˈstjuːpɪd] hloupý

Vocabulary

About:
Naruto is a young ninja from the village of Konohagakure. At the beginning2 
of the story, he’s a child. He wants to be the Hokage (the top ninja). The other 
villagers don’t think he can be a good ninja. He’s brave but very 
silly, funny, loud and has a big ego. He makes a lot of mistakes 
and he doesn’t like admitting3 them. He’s very small, too. 
And there’s more. The Nine-Tailed Fox, a demon, attacked4 
the village on the night Naruto was born. To save5 the village, 
Naruto’s father locked6 the demon inside Naruto. One day, it 
will give Naruto special powers7. The villagers know the demon 
makes Naruto dangerous.

Best friends:
Naruto meets two other kids when he joins8 a group for ninja training. 
Their names are Sasuke Uchiha (a boy) and Sakura Haruno (a girl). They 
also have a very talented and strong teacher named Kakashi. 
Sasuke is very popular and, at first, he’s a better ninja than 
Naruto. Naruto wants to be better than Sasuke. It makes 
Naruto look very silly. Later they become9 good friends.  
The girl Sakura is quite shy10 and weak, but very intelligent. 
She likes Sasuke a lot and can’t stop thinking about him.

Where to find Naruto: 
The manga series Naruto (72 books) and Boruto: Naruto Next 
Generations (11 books); the anime TV series Naruto (220 episodes), 
Naruto: Shippuden (500 episodes) and Boruto: Naruto Next 
Generations (154 episodes); 11 films 

 Solutions in the TF

Paul and Nicolas Farrington-Douglas (UK)  |  Literature  |  A1–A2

Meet Your Heroes1

Name: Naruto Uzumaki

Age (at start of series): 12

A	 stupid15		  x                               ______________ TELLINGNITE

B	 strong		  x                               ______________ WAKE

C	 quiet		  x                               ______________ ODUL 

D	 not liked		  x                               ______________ PUPORAL

E	 weak		  x                               ______________ GRONTS

F	 safe		  x                               ______________ ROUNDAGES

TASK  Mixed-Up Adjectives
Unscramble11 the letters to find the opposites12 of these 
adjectives. They are all in the text. Which characters13 do 
they describe14?

The Nine-Tailed Fox

Sasuke 
UchihaSakura 

Haruno

N
AR

U
TO

 ©
 1

99
9 

by
 M

as
as

hi
 K

is
hi

m
ot

o/
SH

U
EI

SH
A 

In
c.

You can buy the Naruto Manga books at www.obchod.crew.cz or from any good bookshop.

send us your answers 
to the task  by 
september 30th. five 
of you will win 
a naruto comic book!

ANSWER & WIN
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A1–A2   |  Music  |  Jackie Fox (NZ)

The Two
   Camilas

Camila Cabello is a 23-year-old singer. 
She is Cuban-American. She moved to 
Miami, USA when she was five. And she 
has two sides1: Camila and Karla.

Karla is her real first name, but her family called her by her middle 
name, Camila. At school she was called Karla. When she started 
school she was very shy2. She didn’t speak any English. She liked 
singing but she was too afraid to sing in front of people.  

As she grew older she became less shy. At the age of 15 she decided 
to audition3 for The X Factor. She used the name Camila. It was  
a chance4 to make a new version of herself. For her, Karla was a shy 
girl and Camila was a confident performer5. You can even see her 
play the two versions of herself in the video for the song “Havana”. 

During The X Factor she was put into a girl group called Fifth 
Harmony. They did well, but she left after only four years. One big 
reason6 was her future boyfriend, Shawn Mendes. They did a song 
together outside of the group. The other girls weren’t happy about 
this. Soon they asked her to choose: to stay or leave. So she left. 
Now she has many hit songs. And her song “Havana” was the first 
song by a woman to get a billion streams* on Spotify.

But it was difficult for her. When she left the 
group, the other girls were angry. They showed 

this at the 2017 MTV Video Music Awards*. Their 
performance7 began with five people on stage8. The 

fifth person was meant to be9 Camila. But before 
they start “Camila” falls backward and disappears10.

The stress she had gave Camila anxiety11. Thankfully 
she got help. She started psychotherapy12 and 

meditation. Now Camila is healthier and happier. 
And Karla is, too.

Who is Cam
ila’s  

boyfriend?

a) Har
ry Sty

les 

b) Ed Sh
eeran 

c) Sha
wn Mendes 



1	 side [saɪd] stránka, strana 
2	 shy [ʃaɪ] plachý, nesmělý 
3	 to audition [ɔːˈdɪʃən]  

(z)účastnit se konkurzu
4	 chance [tʃɑːns] šance, příležitost 
5	 confident performer [ˌkɒnfɪdənt 

pəˈfɔːmə(r)] sebevědomý umělec 
6	 reason [ˈriːzən] důvod 
7	 performance [pəˈfɔːməns] 

představení 
8	 stage [steɪdʒ] pódium, scéna 
9	 to be meant to be sb [ment] mající 

být kdo
10	 to disappear [ˌdɪsəˈpɪə(r)] zmizet 
11	 anxiety [æŋˈzaɪəti] úzkost 
12	 psychotherapy [ˌsaɪkəʊˈθerəpi] 

psychoterapie, léčba duševních 
problémů s pomocí psychoterapeuta

13	 award [əˈwɔːd] cena  
14	 chorus [ˈkɔːrəs] refrén 
15	 lyrics [ˈlɪrɪks] text písně 
16	 to let sb down – zklamat někoho 
17	 to let sb in – pustit někoho dovnitř / 

k sobě 
18	 (I) wonder [ˈwʌndə(r)] rád bych 

věděl, zajímalo by mě 

Vocabulary

 Solutions in the TF

I’m just looking for some real friends

All they ever do is let me down

Every time I let somebody in

Then I find out what they’re all about

I’m just looking for some real friends

Wonder where they’re all hiding out

I’m just looking for some real friends

Got to get up out of this town

TASK  “REAL FRIENDS” by Camila Cabello
Here’s the chorus14 to Camila’s song “Real Friends”. But, look out – 
there are two sides to these lyrics15, just as there are two sides 
to Camila. See how many lines of the text you can write correctly 
(standing before a mirror can help). Look at the first line.

I’m just looking for some real friends

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Read the song lyrics in Recording Scripts (online). 
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*GLOSSARY
stream – when somebody listens to a song online 
without saving it on their computer 
MTV Video Music Awards – famous video music 
awards13 in the US

Listen to the song "Real Friends". 
Scan the QR code or go to bit.ly/3gnwfW0. 



A1–A2   |  Science |  Paul Farrington-Douglas  |          Track 11

SECRET1 MESSAGES
Do you know how to send a secret message? It’s 
fun, even if you’re not a spy2 like James Bond. 
Here are two ways3 to do it.

1 USE4 A CYPHER5

In a cypher, you change the letters in your 
message. These three messages use cyphers. 

TASK 1

The answers are below, but try to use your               first.

Did you crack6 the cyphers?
Here’s how they work. 

A The first cypher has a number for each letter. A is 1, B is 2, etc. 

B This is a Caesar cypher. The Roman army7 used it. Each letter is moved one 
place down the alphabet. A is B, B is C, C is D. “Cat” is “dbu”.

C The third cypher uses symbols. Here’s the key. Can you see how it works?

Can you find the secret to each one?
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18.5.1.4.25.9.19.19.15.3.15.15.12
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a    b    c n    o    p

q    r     s

t    u    v

j w

l y

m zk xd    e    f

g    h    i

a
b

c

All three messages say “Ready is so cool”. :o)

►► Can you think of ways to make cyphers A–C harder to crack?
►► Listen to our tips (CD Track 11).

CLASS CHAT

Do you  send secret messages?



SECRET1 MESSAGES
2 USE INVISIBLE INK8

The “lemon juice spies” were Germans living in England during the 
First World War9. They sent letters to Germany to help the army. 
They wrote secret messages in lemon juice. Why? Let’s find out.

1	 secret [ˈsiːkrət] tajný 
2	 spy [spaɪ] tajný agent 
3	 way [weɪ] způsob 
4	 to use [juːz] použít 
5	 cypher [ˈsaɪfə(r)] šifra 
6	 to crack a cypher [kræk] rozluštit, 

prolomit 
7	 the Roman army [ˌrəʊmən ˈɑːmi] 

římská armáda 

8	 invisible ink [ɪnˌvɪzɪbəl ˈɪŋk] 
neviditelný inkoust 

9	 war [wɔː(r)] válka 
10	 brush [brʌʃ] štětec 
11	 to heat [hiːt] za / nahřát 
12	 candle [ˈkændəl] svíčka 
13	 iron [aɪən] žehlička 
14	 carbon compound [ˈkɑːbən 

ˌkɒmpaʊnd] sloučenina uhlíku 

15	 element carbon [ˈelɪmənt 
ˌkɑːbən] prvek uhlíku 

16	 connected [kəˈnektɪd] spojený 
17	 oxygen [ˈɒksɪdʒən] kyslík 
18	 instead of [ɪnˈsted ˌəv] místo 

čeho 
in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary

TASK 2
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You will need:
►► a lemon (or lemon juice)

►► a thin brush10 

►► paper

What to do:
Write your message with the lemon juice (don’t use too 
much). When it is dry, it will be invisible. To read the 
message, heat11 the paper – use a candle12, the oven or an 
iron13, for example. Now you can see the writing.

Why it works:
There are carbon compounds14 in lemon juice – the element carbon15 (C) connected16 to 
other chemicals. The heat breaks the connections and the carbon connects to the oxygen17 
in the air. It changes colour and goes brown or black.

Tip: Write your secret message 
between lines of other writing.

Just a simple letter… 
or is there  

a secret message?
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The Mystery1 of the 
Dirty Classroom

Mr Borrow, the English teacher, is really angry. Someone made a big mess2 in his classroom. 
Who did it? Parker* Pocket, teen detective3, is ready to solve4 the mystery.

 

A1–A2  |  Games / Mystery  |  Megan LeBoeuf (USA)  |         Track 12  |          Activities
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The Suspects5

Read the texts. Each person tells Parker what they know.
TASK 1  

1 Mr Borrow

4 Caleb

2 Keira

5 riley

3 ISAAC

6 Hannah

Every day after their English class, 
the students go to lunch. I go to 
the teachers’ room for my lunch 

and to plan the English club. Today 
I arrived in the classroom half 
an hour before the start of 

the English club and it was all 
dirty! There was jam and water 

everywhere. The rubbish bin6 was 
upside down7 and all the rubbish 
was everywhere. It was probably 
Isaac. He always makes a mess. 

I’m calling his parents!

Why are you talking 
to me? I’m a perfect 

student. I have perfect 
marks8 in all my 

classes. After English 
I go to lunch and then 
I go to the art club. 
Today was a normal 

day for me.

After English class 
I always go to lunch, 
then to the art club. 
Everything was normal 
today. Oh, but Keira was 
late for the art club, 
and she was wearing  
a different shirt.  
I don’t know why.

I went to lunch, then I went 
to the computer club. But... OK, 

I did go back to the English 
classroom at the start of the 

computer club. I forgot my 
notebook. And the classroom 

was already a big mess!  
I didn’t tell anyone because 
I was afraid. Please don’t be 

angry. That’s everything  
I know. I didn’t do it!

After the English class I always 
go to lunch, then to football 
practice. I didn’t go back to 
the classroom today. But 

Isaac was late for football 
practice. Maybe he did it.

It wasn’t me! I have 
ADHD* and I forget things  

a lot. I make messes 
sometimes. But I’m really 

trying. After English  
I went to lunch, then 

football practice. I left 
my football clothes in my 

locker9 and I had to go and 
get them, so I was a little 
late to practice, but I didn’t 

go in the classroom.
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The Clues10

It’s important to know what time the different clubs start and end.  
Read the information and write the times.

Who Did It?
Now you have all the information. Who made the mess in the English class? Write who 
you think did it and why. Then listen to CD Track 12 to find out exactly11 what happened12 
and why.

TASK 2

TASK 3

Start End
English Class

Lunch
Art Club

Football Practice
English Club

Computer Club

	Lunch is half an hour long and starts at half past twelve.
	The English class is 90 minutes long and ends when lunch starts.
	Football practice is 90 minutes long and it starts half an hour after lunch ends.
	The English club is one hour long and it starts one hour after lunch ends.
	The art club is 45 minutes long and it starts half an hour before football practice.
	The computer club is one hour long and it starts fifteen minutes after the art club starts.

*Language Note: Unisex Names
A unisex name is a name that can be 
for boys and girls. Is Parker Pocket  
a girl detective or a boy detective? You 
can choose.

1	 mystery [ˈmɪstəri] tajemství, záhada 
2	 to make a mess [mes] udělat 

nepořádek 
3	 detective [dɪˈtektɪv] detektiv 
4	 to solve [sɒlv] (vy)řešit
5	 suspect [ˈsʌspekt] podezřelý  
6	 rubbish bin [ˈrʌbɪʃ ˌbɪn] odpadkový 

koš 
7	 upside down [ˌʌpsaɪd ˈdaʊn] vzhůru 

nohama 
8	 mark [mɑːk] známka, hodnocení 
9	 locker [ˈlɒkə(r)] (uzamykatelná) 

skříňka 
10	 clue [kluː] nápověda, stopa 
11	 exactly [ɪɡˈzæktli] přesně 

12	 to happen [ˈhæpən] stát se 
13	 condition [kənˈdɪʃən] stav 
14	 to pay attention [əˈtenʃən] věnovat 

pozornost 
15	 to sit still – sedět v klidu 
16	 accident [ˈæksɪdənt] nehoda 
17	 to drop [drɒp] upustit 
18	 sink [sɪŋk] umyvadlo 
19	 paper towel [ˌpeɪpə ˈtaʊəl] papírový 

ručník 
20	 to slip [slɪp] uklouznout 
21	 to get in trouble [ˈtrʌbəl] dostat se 

do potíží 
22	 truth [truːθ] pravda 

in the Recording Scripts

Vocabulary

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

*GLOSSARY
ADHD – attention deficit hyperactivity disorder = a condition13 
where someone can’t choose what to pay attention14 to and 
often can’t sit still15
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1	 character [ˈkærəktə(r)] 
postava 

2	 to break a rule [breɪk, 
ruːl] porušit pravidlo 

3	 stupid [ˈstjuːpɪd] hloupý 
4	 waste [weɪst] ztráta 
5	 fart [fɑːt] prd 
6	 donut [ˈdəʊnʌt] kobliha 
7	 beer [bɪə(r)] pivo, pivní 
8	 the future [ˈfjuːtʃə(r)] 

budoucnost 
9	 gross [ɡrəʊs] nechutný 
10	 serious [ˈsɪəriəs] vážný 
11	 wild [waɪld] divoký 

in the Recording Scripts 

Vocabulary

TASK 1 

TASK 2 Count how many As, Bs, Cs and Ds you have. Listen to CD Track 13 
and find out which Simpsons character you are. 

 

A1–A2  |  Quiz  |  Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)  |          Track 13

We all know The Simpsons. The show is having its 
30th birthday this year. It is one of the funniest 
and best TV shows. You know which character 
you like the most. But which one is the most like 
you? Choose the best answer for each of these 
questions to find out.

1	 What do you think about school?
A	 I love learning and being the best in the class.
B	 It’s a place to have fun… breaking the rules2.
C	 Learning is very important.
D	 No, I’m not going back there! You can’t make me!

2	 What do you like to watch on television?
A	 Most television is a stupid3 waste4 of time.
B	 I like television that is a stupid waste of time.
C	 Dramas and cooking shows.
D	 Anything and everything.

3	 What would your perfect holiday be?
A	 A tour of the art centres of the world.
B	 A tour of the fart5 centres of the world. Ha ha!
C	 A relaxing family holiday by the sea.
D	 A trip to a donut6 factory. No, a beer7 factory. 
       No, a beer factory that also makes donuts! 

4	 What is your dream for the future8?
A	 I want to change the world.
B	 I just want to have fun.
C	 I want everyone I love to be happy.
D	 Mmmmmm, donuts…

5	 Do you love your family?
A	 Yes, but love isn’t the same as respect.
B	 Love? Eew. Yuk. Gross9!
C	 I love them all, whatever they do. 
D	 Of course I love donuts! Why do you ask?

THE SIMPSONS
Which 

Simpsons characters1  do you 
know?



send us your 
answers to tasks 
1–4 by september 
30th. Two of you 
will win a prize!

ANSWER & WIN
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1	 clue [kluː] nápověda 
2	 dead [ded] mrtvý 
3	 nature [ˈneɪtʃə(r)] příroda 
4	 detective [dɪˈtektɪv] detektiv 
5	 to solve [sɒlv] (vy)řešit 

Vocabulary

PUZZLE TIME 
A NEW STUDENT
There’s a new girl in your English class and she loves puzzles. 
What’s her name? Use the clues1 to find the letters. The numbers 
are the pages of the magazine where you can find the answers.

TASK 1 

 

Puzzles  |  A1–A2

1	 to put a little bit of a food on top of other food (p. 12)

2	 not dead2 (p. 22)

3	 a small place of land with water all around it (pp. 18–19)

4	 something you can’t tell anyone (pp. 26–27)

5	 out in nature3, not living with people (pp. 16–17)

6	 a puzzle for a detective4 to solve5 (p. 13)

7	 the part of a phone, tablet, or computer that you look at (pp. 6–7)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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WHAT’S IN MY SCHOOL BAG?
What have I got in my bag? Lots of things for school. Read the clues1 and write the numbers on the lines.

SAM’S TYPICAL DAY 
Read a text about Sam’s typical day. There are 17 mistakes in the text. Correct the mistakes.  
Copy the incorrect1 letters into the joke. Read the joke. 

TASK 2

TASK 3

►► There is more than one of each thing.

►► There are 20 things all together.

►► There are nine things to write with.

►► There are two more rulers than books.

►► There are twice2 as many pencils as pens.

►► There are two fewer3 pens than rubbers.

►► There are only two things to read.

books

pencils

pens

rubbers

rulers

1	 clue [kluː] nápověda 
2	 twice [twaɪs] dvakrát 
3	 fewer [fjuːə(r)] méně

1	 incorrect [ˌɪnkərˈekt] 
chybný 

2	 muesli [ˈmjuːzli] musli, 
snídaňové cereálie 

3	 zero [ˈzɪərəʊ] nula
4	 belt [belt] pásek, opasek

Vocabulary

Vocabulary

 

A1–A2  |  Puzzles

A JOKE
Question: What did zero3 say to eight? 

Answer: _ _ _’_ _   _ _ _   _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _!

Hi! My name is Sam. Every day I gey up  

at 7 o’clock in the mornong. I wush my face, brush my 

teevh and I get dressed. I have breakfest with my 

family. I usually eag a bowl of muesli2 and drink a glass 

of apple joice. When it is 7:30 I go to schoot. My school 

starts at 8 a’clock. I hane lunch at noin and I finich 

school at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. When I get beck 

home, first I have a snack. Then I do my homeworb and  

I take my dog for a walk. Then finally I can pley  

with my friends. In the evening, I have a slower or  

a bath. I go to bet at about 9 o’clock.  

Sometimes I read a book. 8
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SECRET1 POEM2

Read the text on p. 26. Listen to CD Track 11. Cypher B will help you. Write the correct letters in  
the boxes. Write the correct words. Read the poem. 

TASK 4

1	 secret [ˈsiːkrət] tajný, skrytý 
2	 poem [ˈpəʊɪm] báseň 
3	 to stretch [stretʃ] protáhnout se 
4	 to yawn [jɔːn] zívnout, zívat 
5	 to scratch [skrætʃ] poškrábat se, podrbat se

Vocabulary

 

    Track 11   |  Puzzles  |  A1–A2

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

U ygef sqf gb!		  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

U otqow yk imfot		  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Uf’e fqz fa qustf	 	 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

U ygef sqf gb		  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Ad U’xx nq xmfq		  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

U efdqfot, U kmiz 		  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

U eodmfot yk tqmp 	 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Bqdtmbe U’xx vgef		 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Sa nmow fa nqp	 	 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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A1 ESOL Practice TestLanguageCert Young Learners Owl Listening

Part 2

International Exams LanguageCert Young Learners ESOL
LanguageCert English language qualifications draw on the tradition of the British City & Guilds ESOL qualifications. They 
assess general English skills using the A1 to C2 levels of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
LanguageCert has also created a suite of English language qualifications specifically for young candidates from 7 to 12 
years old. The two exams assess candidates at approximately the pre-A1 (Fox) and A1 (Owl) levels. They consist of two 
parts: written (Listening, Reading and Writing) and spoken. 
Would you like to try these listening exercises at A1 level?

Listen and draw lines. There is one example.

Example

Simon

Kate

John

Lucy 

Chris

Vicky 
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A1 ESOL Practice Test LanguageCert Young Learners OwlListening

Part 4
Listen and write. There is one example.

Example

Nick’s trip to the cinema last week

Name of film 			   …………………………………………………….......................……

1	 It’s about 			   ……………………………………………….......................…………

2	 Name of film star 		  ………………………………………….......................………………

3	 Day 			   …………………………………………………….......................……

4	 Time 			   ……………………………………………………….......................…

5	 After the film, Nick ate 	 ………………………………………………….......................………

Della 

a girl on a

The Sea

in the evening at  

 Solutions in the TF

1	 to be late [leɪt] přijít pozdě 
2	 to turn invisible [tɜːn ɪnˈvɪzəbəl] 

stát se neviditelným 
3	 to use [juːz] použít, používat 

4	 power [paʊə(r)] schopnost, síla 
5	 heat [hiːt] teplo, horko 
6	 luckily [ˈlʌkili] nastěstí 
7	 telekinesis [ˌtelɪkɪˈniːsɪs] 

telekineze, schopnost pouze 
pomocí myšlenky ovlivňovat 
předměty

8	 thought [θɔːt] myšlenka

Vocabulary for the comic strip “The Normal Kids” (p. 36). 



Vocabulary for the comic strip on p. 35.


